
March 26, 2020 
 
Dear Parishioner of Our Lady of Fatima Church. 
 
During this time of anxiety and uncertainty, we wanted to reach out to our parishioners. We 
understand that it can feel like we are all alone when Masses and events at the church are 
cancelled, and we are isolated at home. Please know that our parish community will continue 
to keep in touch to address your needs. 
 
Pastor’s Message 
In order to combat the widespread of the coronavirus, we are now in 
the lock down phase where only essential services remain open. The 
Diocesan and Parish Office have to be closed for two weeks until 
April 8. For office-related needs, we encourage you to contact us by 
e-mail or phone. Irene will check messages daily. If you have any 
needs please let us know and we can direct you to the appropriate 
resource.  
 

Here is our contact information: 
Parish Website: www.fatimaparish.ca 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OLFOttawa/ 
Parish Office: 613-722-7661x2 or info@fatimaparish.ca 
Fr. Bosco Wong: 613-722-7661x3 or pastor@fatimaparish.ca 

 
I hear that there was no case in Ottawa for the first time March 24 and also March 25 since 
outbreak. I hope and pray that this trend will continue! 
 
Regrettably, one of our devoted parishioners, Albert Cuddihey, died recently. I spoke to his 
wife, Edith and offered my condolences. The funeral Mass will await a future date once we 
have some normalcy restored.  
 
For those of you who participated in the photo-directory, I am able to put your names to the 
faces and I can connect with you on the phone. Those who have provided us with an email 
address will continue to receive these updates directly, and these updates will also be posted 
on our website. We will try to contact other parishioners who do not have e-mail. If you would 
like me or a volunteer to call to check in on you, please let the Office know. If you know other 
parishioners who are not receiving these updates, please keep them informed. 
 
We have been blessed by a team of volunteers to update our website. They include Celia 
Cheung and Darryl McNiece, who were received into the church last Easter, as well as Naga 
Lakshmi, who is now our Elect, awaiting to be received into the church soon. She serves already 
as our parish webmaster, a good way of practising and exercising her discipleship. This team 
includes also Jane He, an entrepreneur who has been a member of our parish for many years. 
Those who have access to a computer are encouraged to check out our website to marvel at  
the co-operative and dedicated effort on their part. Darryl has also created our Facebook page  
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– check it out! The Parish Bulletin also continues to be prepared weekly and is posted on our 
website. 
 
As your pastor I am still available in the Rectory. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you need 
anything. I shall keep you in my prayers, including daily Masses which I am able to celebrate. I 
also pray daily for all the victims of the coronavirus as well as the health care workers who 
make sacrifices and keep us healthy on the frontline!  Fr. Bosco 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
I’m feeling overwhelmed and lost – what can I do? 
We have links to several resources on our website. You will find a message from the 
Archbishop, several prayers, broadcast times for Mass on TV and more. Salt&Light TV is now 
available free of charge until May 1st if you subscribe to Bell, Rogers, Telus, Shaw Direct & 
Videotron. For free resources for children visit https://www.childrensbulletins.com/covid19-
childrens-activities-for-churches 
 
What if I need to go to confession? What if I need anointing of the sick before surgery/I’m ill? 
For any pastoral needs, including individual reconciliation, please contact Fr. Bosco directly. If 
you are in the hospital, please contact the hospital chaplain.  
 
Can somebody bring me communion at home? 
For the safety of our Pastoral Care Team we have suspended home visits until further notice. 
The Archbishop suggests we have “spiritual communion” by reciting the following prayer: 
“My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, 
and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already 
there and unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.” 
 
What happens to the Mass intention I had scheduled, now that Mass is cancelled?  
Mass intentions scheduled on the weekend of March 14 at 4:30pm, March 15 and March 18, 
will be rescheduled at a later date. We shall advise you when to contact the Parish Office to 
reschedule. As we are now in complete lockdown of the church, Fr Bosco is celebrating daily 
Mass privately. Please be assured that the scheduled Mass intention is being prayed for and 
honored. 
 
Will there still be Weddings, Funerals, Baptisms, 1st Communion? 
Weddings: will not be scheduled until a later date. Couples wishing to be married here should 
contact Fr Bosco directly.  
Funerals: If you need to discuss funeral arrangements, please contact Fr Bosco directly.  
Baptisms: will be postponed for the time being except in the case of emergency.  
1st Communion: is scheduled for May, 2020. If necessary the dates will be rescheduled and 
parents will be notified directly. 
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Update for Holy Week 
I received a decree from the archdiocese yesterday, indicating that Covid-19 restriction applies 
to Holy Week Celebrations. As Easter is the summit of the Christian Calendar, it cannot be 
moved. However, celebration of the Baptism of Adults is deferred to Pentecost Sunday. 
Due to the pandemic, the liturgical celebration of the paschal mysteries of Holy Week, the 
Triduum and Easter will be celebrated without the physical participation of the faithful. 
 
Preparation for Holy Week, the Triduum and Easter 

- Sacrament of Reconciliation: The only ordinary way of attaining forgiveness for sins is 
participating in individual and integral confession and absolution. Nonetheless, if a 
person is unable to meet with a priest for the Sacrament during this pandemic, it will 
suffice for the moment to pray an Act of Contrition as best one can intending it 
truthfully, and to commit to participating in the Sacrament of Reconciliation as soon as 
possible when conditions allow. 

- There will be no permission granted for General Absolution. 
- Devotions and scripture readings – may assist the faithful during the sacred days 

including: Holy Rosary, Stations of the Cross, Act of Contrition, scripture readings for the 
various liturgies (https.//www.livingwithchrist.ca/index.php/intentions). 

 
What if I need help with food? What if I can’t get out to pick up groceries or medication? 
The Britannia Woods Food Pantry is located at 9-115 Ritchie St. Please contact them directly at 
613-820-0853 or general@britanniawoods.com .  
If you need somebody to pick up groceries or medication for you please contact the Parish 
Office. To avoid crowds seniors may take advantage of special senior hours: Loblaws 
Carlingwood 7am-8am; Shoppers Drug Mart Fairlawn 9am-10am with senior discounts offered 
daily at that time. 
 
How can I continue to support the parish? 
Our parish depends exclusively on the on-going generosity of your donations to maintain our 
operations. Various ways can be considered to continue your financial support. 

1. Cheques may be mailed to: Our Lady of Fatima Parish, 153 Woodroffe Avenue, Ottawa, 
ON K2A 3T8. 

2.  If you would like to donate by credit card or if you would prefer to donate on-line 
please visit our website www.fatimaparish.ca and click on the “Donation” tab.  

3. Many parishioners also take advantage of our automatic pre-authorized monthly 
donation option – via credit card or through your bank. Check the “Donation” tab for a 
copy of the form.  

Your continued prayerful and financial support is much appreciated – thank you! 
 
We will continue to provide updates via e-mail when necessary. Updates will also be posted to 
our website and on our voicemail message. Stay safe and join us in praying for each other and 
especially for our health care workers.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
You have received this message because you provided us with your e-mail address. If you would 
prefer not to receive further communications please reply to this message with the Subject 
“Unsubscribe”. 
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